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Karen Skelton is the Founder and President of Skelton Strategies, a boutique policy consulting 
firm in California. She is a nationally recognized political and policy strategist with deep experience in 
energy, environment, climate, technology, complex litigation, economic justice, and women’s health.  

As a strategist and lawyer, Skelton has successfully managed some of the most complex and 
entrepreneurial projects in the nation for Presidents, Vice Presidents, Governors, CEOs, and 
foundations. She spent seven years in Washington D.C., working in the Clinton/Gore White House as 
Deputy Political Director to the President, and as Vice President Gore's first Political Director; in the U.S. 
Department of Justice, where she implemented President Clinton's Executive Order on Environmental 
Justice, convened American Indian Nations in conversation with senior Administration officials, and 
prosecuted criminal and environmental enforcement cases; and, at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, where she was Chief Counsel of the Federal Highway Administration. Skelton later co-
founded and grew the California offices of the Dewey Square Group's public affairs practice, where she 
worked with public and private clients on a range of policy issues.

After the sale of the Dewey Square Group, Karen served as CEO of The Shriver Reports, a 
nonprofit media initiative which examined seismic societal shifts affecting American women and 
families. Skelton’s work, led by journalist and former First Lady Maria Shriver, reported on women and 
work, Alzheimer’s, poverty, and, most recently, aging.  Skelton was the coordinating producer of the 
Emmy-nominated and Television Academy–honored HBO documentary "Paycheck to Paycheck: The Life 
and Times of Katrina Gilbert." The Shriver Report was part of the team winning a 2015 Emmy for "All In 
with Chris Hayes" for news discussion and analysis.

Currently, Skelton serves on the boards of the Public Policy Institute of California, the National 
Parks Foundation Council, Lawyers for Sustainable Economy at Stanford Law School, the Institute for 
Democracy and Justice, the Women’s Alzheimer’s Movement, Capitol Weekly’s Open California, and She 
Shares, which she co-founded in 2012. 

Skelton has a BA with Honors in English from UCLA, an MPA from Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government, and a JD from the UC Berkeley Law School.

When Skelton isn’t navigating her way through complex policy issues, you can find her hiking in 
the Sierras, biking, visiting her college-aged daughters in Washington D.C., or at home in Sacramento 
with her husband, Jeffrey Barbour, and their puppy, Shamrock.

For more detailed background, please see https://www.linkedin.com/in/karenskelton/
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